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HISTORY, HERITAGE & HOMELANDS

How Native Americans
Used Barrier Islands

This region of barrier islands provided additional
hunting, fishing and foraging resources for tribes
of the Assateague and Pocomoke. Horses were
introduced during colonization and the islands
were used as fence-less corrals for livestock. In
1649, Colonel Henry Norwood, a Royalist seeking
refuge in the colonies, and others were stranded
along these barrier islands. They were eventually
rescued, fed and housed by these tribes until word
was sent across the Peninsula to secure their
return to Jamestown. Norwood would eventually
return to England where he would write an account

entitled, A Voyage to Virginia.
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"Ha-naHaw was their parting word,

V\ihichjs‘far‘;\;__eql', p"?int_i_ng again at Ehe
place where thegsun would be at

067 next meeting.

We took leave in their own

words Ha-na Haw.”

— Henry Norwood, 1649,
A Voyage to Virginia
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ASSATEAGUE ISLAND VISITOR CENTER

About this project

History, Heritage & Homelands offers both a scenic and cultural experience. Created in
partnership with the Pocomoke Indian Nation, this self-quided journey provides a deep dive
into the local heritage and its profound connection to the shore's natural landscape.

For further exploration of Tribal Homelands and heritage,
scan the QR code or go to beachesbayswaterways.org.
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HISTORY, HERITAGE & HOMELANDS

Home to the Assateague
Tribal Paramountcy

Historically, this area was home to the
Assateague Tribal Paramountcy, consisting
of the following subtribes:

Transquakin Hatsawap
Choptico Wachetak
Moteawaughkin Maraughquaick
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Quequashkecasquick Manasksons
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By the time this home was built, most

of the Natives had died from unfamiliar
diseases or migrated northward. Of those
who remained, many formed unions

with free African Americans or Whites,
and assimilated in place.

N\

.
-y
.

F ' 4 [ ) e “ i;;!__ y >
lga"{- ijf -t jl{;f a;'l {"?r}} ,/7#7 ’[{}r’{'Q "';. {:H Mt ::? t_m{hé ":*f ' H{fﬂﬁﬁ

" /4[ A“HL"F}
@ s ‘aiﬁ N .-fiﬁaw-— aL <= :La—hfg fm{_

e
I -

» o

{/b

-.

chf 4/1% mz—fau.tgm 07‘1.“#1:13

F il P

"

—

w’ O
GROWING TENSIONS: The historical record reflects the growing tension i’ ;f '

between the Native People and settlers. In 1686, the Council of Maryland Sais
convened to discuss complaints raised by the King of the Assateagues.
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One was made specifically against Edward Hamond, who reportedly looted . '5’/\
a grave belonging to “one of their kings” and was witnessed by another AUCSy
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Native American living with Hamond.
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Archives of Maryland, Special Collections, Proceedings of the Council of Maryland, 1667-1687/8, Vol. 5, Pg. 480
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CALVIN B. TAYLOR MUSEUM

About this project

History, Heritage & Homelands offers both a scenic and cultural experience. Created in
partnership with the Pocomoke Indian Nation, this self-quided journey provides a deep dive
into the local heritage and its profound connection to the shore's natural landscape.

For further exploration of Tribal Homelands and heritage,
scan the QR code or go to beachesbayswaterways.org.
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HISTORY, HERITAGE & HOMELANDS FURNACE TOWN

About this project

o
Nus SwattuX Tr 1b al History, Heritage & Homelands offers both a scenic and cultural experience. Created in

partnership with the Pocomoke Indian Nation, this self-quided journey provides a deep dive
into the local heritage and its profound connection to the shore's natural landscape.

Hom el an dS R For further exploration of Tribal Homelands and heritage,

scan the QR code or go to beachesbayswaterways.org.

The tribal homelands of the Nusswattux, a subtribe of the Pocomoke
Paramountcy, are bordered by Dividing Creek, Nassawango Creek, and the
Pocomoke River. The famous combination of corn, beans, and squash, known
to many as the “Three Sisters’ were cultivated and provided a bounty of
produce in the summer, fall and winter to the extent it was preserved.

Colonial records point to conflicts between Nusswattux People and English ' St Rl f- .' TRIBAL LANDS

.

plantation owners, whose cattle, hogs and horses were destroying the Native

;" Pocomoke Acquintica

gardens. Native Peoples had little need for fences prior to colonization. -~ Paramountcy M

| orumsco DELAWARE ~
A treaty between the Colony of Maryland and several local tribes was signed in I Assateague B Quandocquan MARY! AND | - B
St. Mary’s City in 1678. The treaty image includes the “marks” of the leaders of multiple tribes. B Gingoteague B Annemessex ® 2
Archives of Maryland, Special Collections, Proceedings of the Council of Maryland, 1671-1681, Vol. 15, Page 213-215 PocomOke . Manonoakin JY. v l
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MARK OF A KING: Native American e = \
leaders often “signed” treaties with \\
their mark, often clan symbols. Here's W=

the mark of the Nusswattux King from
the 1678 Treaty.
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Homelands

While here, explore recreational trails leading
you through multiple landscapes within
Nusswattux tribal homelands.

Parrahockon Indian Town was located near
the fork of Pusey Branch and Dividing Creek,
about 2.5 miles southwest of this location.
This area is known today as Perryhawkin.
Multiple segments of Indian trails that
connected Parrahockon and Manonoakin
Indian towns have been located by
researching colonial land records.

A 1678 Maryland Colonial Court Proceeding
established “reserved lands” in this location
as a "pledge of peace,” but the terms were
not enforced. As a result, the Nusswattux
struggled to practice their lifeways within
already dwindling boundaries; as shown in
their 1686 court complaint. At this time in
history, Somerset included land beyond its
present-day county boundaries.

Scan the QR code for more information
about a path between Tondotenake and
Parrahockon Indian Towns.
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EUROPEAN ENCROACHMENT:
In 1678, the Council of Maryland agreed to
prohibit Europeans from disturbing Native

settlements located on various stretches
of land. These terms were ignored and
European encroachment continued.

Archives of Maryland, Special Collections, Proceedings of the Council of Maryland,
1671-1681, Vol. 15, Pg. 236
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PUSEY BRANCH NATURE TRAIL

About this project

History, Heritage & Homelands offers both a scenic and cultural experience. Created in
partnership with the Pocomoke Indian Nation, this self-quided journey provides a deep dive
into the local heritage and its profound connection to the shore's natural landscape.

For further exploration of Tribal Homelands and heritage,
scan the QR code or go to beachesbayswaterways.org.
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